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Dear Arundel Middle School Families and Community, 

I hope all is well and that you and your family have had a won-
derful summer. As we embark on the 23-24 school year, I per-
sonally can say on behalf of our entire faculty and staff that we 
are overly excited for the upcoming school year. We are all op-
timistic about the prospects of this new year. 

For those rising 6th grade students and families or those new 
to Arundel Middle, please know that we want to make your 
child’s transition as smooth as possible and for them to have a 
fantastic experience. For our returning students and families, 
while there will be familiarity with how Arundel Middle 
“operates”, there will also be some new wrinkles, one of which 
includes the reformation of grade level classrooms throughout 
the building. 

Please take the time prior to your child’s return next week to 
review all the information and resources included in the news-
letter. It includes a calendar of events through September, a 
school supply list, new information on attendance and how to 
report it, our cell phone policy, school wide expectations and 
policies for the 23-24 school year, and more. You’ll find many 
live and clickable links to resources with in the newsletter. 

Our Back-To-School Night events (BTSN) will occur over two 
nights. Our 6th grade BTSN will be on Wednesday, September 
6th followed by our 7th and 8th grade BTSN on Thursday, Sep-
tember 7th. Both events will start at 6pm. If you have the avail-
ability, I strongly encourage you to attend with your child. 

Lastly, the home and school connection is vital to student 
achievement, and a positive one at that. Families, I strongly en-
courage you to be involved with our school this year. I believe 
we have a strong community. Having said that, I also believe 
we can further strengthen our connection as a school commu-
nity. One of the ways I encourage you to do so is to become a 
member of our PTA and a school volunteer. For information on 
membership, see the last page of the newsletter and visit the 
PTA page on our website. 

I want to thank you in advance for your partnership this school 
year and we look forward to making the 23-24 school year the 
best it can be for your child. 

Thank you, 

Scott Edwards 
Principal 

Upcoming Dates 

AUGUST 

28 6th Grade First Day 

29 All Students Attend 

SEPTEMBER 

4 School Closed-Labor Day 

6 6th Grade Back to 
School Night/6-8pm 

7 7th & 8th Grade Back 
to School Night/6-8pm 

12 

WATCH D.O.G.S. Info Ses-
sion/5:30-6/Cafeteria 

PTA Social Hour/6-7pm/
Media Center 

20 
Arundel High Homecoming 
Parade/More Information 
soon 

25 School Closed/Yom Kippur 

27-29 

Picture Days 
     27—8th grade 
     28—7th grade 
     29—6th grade 

28 

PTA Volunteer Fingerprint-
ing/4:30-7:30pm/Media Cen-
ter 

PTA International Info 
Night//6-7pm/Cafeteria 

From the Principal  
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School Supply List for 2023-2024 

General Supplies*: 

2” Binder and Chromebook Case with sec-
tions labeled for Science, Social Studies, Math 
and Language Arts 

Binder & Chromebook Case example 

3 Ring Binder Dividers-8 tabs 

Loose leaf paper (wide or college ruled) 

Pencils, pens, and erasers 

Pencil Pouch that fits into a binder. 

2 locks (1 for hallway locker, 1 for PE locker) 

Agenda Book-Provided by School 

Optional Items: 

Hand Pencil Sharpener 

Colored Pencils or Markers 

1 Expo Marker (for dry erase board)  

Highlighters 

Post-It Notes (small) 

Scissors 

Glue Sticks (keep extras at home) 

Metric Ruler 

Reinforcements 

Clear or lightly tinted plastic water bottle with 
twist or flip cap (32 oz or less) 

NO Squeeze caps/ Water bottle examples 

Target A      Target B     Walmart A     Walmart B 

Amazon A     Amazon B 

Metal & opaque drinkers are prohibited 

Drawstring bag 

Drawstring Bag Example 

*Additional supplies may be needed by individual 
teachers, but not required for the first few days 
of school. Needs will be communicated by teachers 
at the beginning of the year. 
 
 
 
 

Subject Specific (Please check your sched-
ule first before buying any of the additional ma-

terials listed below): 

 

Language Arts: 1 subject spiral notebook 
 

Math: 1 subject spiral notebook 
 

Physical Education/Team Sports/Dance for 
Athletes: 

AMS PE uniform (shirt and shorts) - available 
for purchase during Physical Education class 
periods for $20 or $10 per piece. 
 

Dance: 

Solid black leotard and solid black leggings 
(females) 

Solid black shirt and solid black shorts 
(males) 
May be purchased on own or through dance teachers 
after school begins 
 

Foreign Language: 

(wired) Earbuds or headphones compatible with 
Chromebooks 
 

Instrumental Music: 

Percussion Class: drumsticks 

Guitar Class: ½ inch binder 

Band: 1 inch binder w/ plastic sleeve front 
Orchestra: 1 inch binder w/ plastic sleeve front 
 

Vocal Music 

Chorus: 1 two pocket folder 
 

AVID 

2 binder tabs for “Classwork & Notes” and 
“Resources” 

https://www.amazon.com/Universal-2-Inch-3-Ring-Zipper-LT-007-BLK/dp/B00DQDEH3O/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=binder%2Bwith%2Bshoulder%2Bstrap%2Band%2Bchromebook%2Bcase&qid=1624496003&sr=8-8&th=1
https://www.target.com/p/24oz-translucent-plastic-water-bottle-room-essentials/-/A-87536177?preselect=86775306#lnk=sametab
https://www.target.com/p/64oz-plastic-tracker-water-bottle-room-essentials/-/A-87915846?preselect=87215487#lnk=sametab
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Plastic-Water-Bottles-with-Caps-Clear-Best-as-Reusable-Drinking-Bottle-Sauce-Jar-Juice-Beverage-Container-16-94FL-OZ/224255950?from=/search
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Ozark-Trail-Tritan-Wide-Mouth-Water-Bottle-32-Fluid-Ounces-Clear/1077116411?from=/search
https://www.amazon.com/Edmyre-Motivational-Leakproof-Gradient-Bottles/dp/B09HXL4VT6/ref=sr_1_8?keywords=motivational+water+bottle+with+time+marker+bpa+free&qid=1689088816&s=apparel&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.com/Upgraded-Unbreakable-Leak-Proof-OLDLEY-Turquoise/dp/B09MF3V3PK/ref=sr_1_156?crid=N89TAM9KDIPH&keywords=clear+water+bottles+with+twist+cap&qid=1689089183&refinements=p_36%3A1253555011&rnid=386589011&s=sporting-goods&sprefix=clear+water+b
https://www.amazon.com/HOLYLUCK-Women-Sport-Drawstring-Backpack/dp/B072PR2ND1/ref=sr_1_5?crid=5ACNR9J1IM50&keywords=durable%2Bdrawstring%2Bbags&qid=1654608751&sprefix=durable%2Bdrawstring%2Bbag%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-5&th=1
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ATTENDANCE at school every day is beneficial to 
a child’s success. Please help your child make eve-
ry effort to arrive at school on time and ready to 
learn. 

Absences and Early Dismissals: 

There is a new attendance procedure beginning in 
the 2023-2024 school year. Parents must submit 
absence notes through ParentPortal OR provide a 
handwritten absence note to the school. We are no 
longer accepting emails related to an absence or 
early dismissal. Additional information from AACPS 
will be sent home prior to the start of school explain-
ing the new procedure. If you-have questions, 
please call the school at 410-674-6905. 

For an absence: Complete the absence form on 
PowerSchool. Absence and early dismissals can be 
entered in PowerSchool in advance. Please allow 3-
4 business days for PowerSchool to reflect absenc-
es. 

For an early dismissal: After completing the attend-
ance form in PowerSchool or bringing a note to the 
Office, your child will receive a pass with a dismissal 
time to report to the Main Office for pick up.  

Students are expected to show the teacher the pass 
in the class that they will be leaving and bring the 
pass with them to the office.  

If you have a last minute doctor’s appointment 
or other emergency and didn’t complete the ear-
ly dismissal form on the Parent Portal, please 
call the office at 410-674-6905 and let us know 
as soon as possible so that we can arrange for 
your student to meet you in the office.  
 
 

The Parent/Guardian MUST COME IN to the Main 
Office and sign the student out. A picture ID must 
be provided to the secretary every time you sign 
your student out of the building.  

If the student is returning to school, they must come 
to the Main Office to be signed back into school. The 
parent/guardian does not need to come in with them. 

Late Arrivals: 

We ask parents to make every effort to ensure that 
their student arrives at school on time. Repeated 
lateness will result in a letter home and possible re-
ferral to the school’s Pupil Personnel Worker.  

Students are let into the building at 9:05am. Those 
that arrive after 9:13am are considered late and must  
enter the building at the Main Office entrance in the 
middle of the building. All other doors are locked dur-
ing the day.  

They should bring a note stating the reason for being 
late. Oversleeping and missing the bus are consid-
ered an unexcused lateness. All students without a 
note or accompanying parent will be coded unex-
cused. A late note should include student’s name, 
grade, reason for lateness and parent signature. 

Students will then be issued a late pass to provide to 
the teacher in who’s classroom they arrive. 

Attendance:  Absences,  Early Dismissals and Late Arrivals  

School and Office Hours/Arundel ABCs 

School begins at 9:15am. Doors open for students at 9:05. All students are to be in their class-
rooms by 9:15am. School ends at 3:55pm. All students will be dismissed at 3:55pm. 

The Main Office and switchboard hours are:  Monday through Thursday 8:30am to 4:30pm 

       Friday    8:30am to 4:15pm 

Check out the new Arundel ABCs on our website’s School Information page. The ABCs pro-
vide information on many of our policies and procedures as found in your child’s agenda book (with 
updates made after agenda book publication). 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/5736
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School bus stop information is available on 
the AACPS website. Questions related to bus 
stops/routes should be directed to the Trans-
portation Office at the Board of Education 
(410–923-7890). 

Buses will arrive at school between 8:45 and 
9:05am and will normally depart between 4:00 
and 4:05pm. All students are dismissed at the 
same time. 

Cars are not allowed in the bus lane from 8:30
-9:15am and from 3:00-4:15pm or during 
Tuesday/Thursday during after school activi-
ties.  

According to transportation policy, students 
must board and depart from the buses at the 
stop closest to their house.  

If your student needs to ride a different bus to 
a sitter (long term) for example, you must ob-
tain and complete an Exceptional Transporta-
tion Request and return it to the Main Office. 
 

For the opening of school, all students should 
have their bus numbers written down. (AM, PM, 
and activity)  

Activity buses run on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
after school. Beginning dates to be announced 
at later date. These buses are only for students 
who are eligible to ride a bus to and from school. 
Activity bus stops differ from regular bus stops. 
Bus riders who stay after school, under the su-
pervision of a staff member, will receive a pass 
to ride the Activity bus. Students staying after 
school with a staff member must tell parents the 
day before to avoid telephone calls and worried 
parents. Activity buses normally depart from the 
school at 5:10pm. 

Students that need to leave an activity early 
must be picked up in the Main Office. Students 
will not be allowed outside until 4:05pm. 

REMINDER: Skateboards are NOT allowed on 
school buses.  

School Bus Information 

Safety Reminders! 

Each student must have a completed Emergency Card on file. Parents must take the responsibility to 
update any telephone number changes, addresses, etc. immediately.  

If a parent works in a secure location, PLEASE provide an office switchboard number where you can 
be reached. 

• YOU MUST SHOW A GOVERNMENT ISSUED ID TO SIGN A STUDENT OUT OF THE SCHOOL. 
PLEASE BRING YOUR ID WITH YOU EVERY TIME YOU COME TO THE SCHOOL. 

• The ID will be scanned into our Raptor system and the following information will be collected: 
your photo, your name, and your date of birth. This information will be utilized to check you in, cre-
ate an ID badge, and compare your information against sexual offender databases throughout the 
country.  

• Only persons on the emergency card may sign a student out of the building.  

• All visitors to the building must sign in and out and wear a visitor’s badge.  

• Parents and students should review the procedure for going home in case there is an unscheduled 
emergency.  

We thank you for your help as we try to keep your children safe!  

https://busstops.aacps.org/Details.aspx?school=3023
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Student Attire 

Students are to dress in clothes that promote a 

safe and respectful learning environment. 

Clothes that create a disruptive environment or 

cause a health or safety hazard, are not appro-

priate and not acceptable at school. School per-

sonnel will consistently and uniformly enforce 

this dress code. [JCD | JCD-RA] 

Headwear: Only for health, safety, or religious 

reasons 

Shoes: As appropriate and required 

Masks: As appropriate, required, or by choice  

 

Students are Not Permitted to Wear: 

• Articles of clothing that promote drugs, alco-

hol, profanity, obscenity, violence, and symbols 

of hate;  

• Articles of clothing that promote gang colors, 

gang affiliation, gang initiation, or gang-related 

signs;  

• Clothing that shows bare skin between the up-

per chest and mid thigh, including bare chest, 

back, or midriff, or underwear. 

(The above is from the AACPS Student Hand-

book) 

 
Please check your student’s school attire each 
day to ensure that they do not have bare skin 
visible between the upper chest and mid thigh 
and that both males and females have no ex-
posed underwear. Any student who does not 
adhere to the dress code could be required to 
wear a rental gym uniform over his/her inappro-
priate clothing. 

Student Attire 

Cellphones 

Arundel Middle School recognizes cell phones 

and electronic devices as an integral part of our 

society. While cellphones have positively 

changed our lives in many ways, there are neg-

ative effects of these devices when used inap-

propriately in school among our students. High-

ly inappropriate content, cyberbullying, intimida-

tion, harassment, theft, fight videos, rumors, 

snapchats, Instagram live, Instagram stories, 

facetime, air drops, texts, and group chats steal 

countless precious minutes away from instruc-

tion and occupy hours of administrative follow 

up by teachers and staff that could be used 

more productively. This lost time negatively im-

pacts the culture and academic achievement of 

Arundel Middle School students. 

Therefore, Arundel Middle has adopted an 

Away for the Day policy which requires all per-

sonal electronic devices (including AirPods) 

and accessories to be turned off and com-

pletely out of sight, kept in students’ as-

signed individual (locked) lockers during the 

school day. 

For the full policy and progressive consequenc-

es, please review in the link below. 

https://docs.google.com/document/

d/1pMg5IOwRo-

8Svt1woQK5hyoT5ogRNZeNKHq1Mt9mlaI/

edit?usp=sharing 

Arundel Middle is not responsible for lost or sto-

len phones, airpods, or other personal electron-

ic devices brought to school by a student. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1pMg5IOwRo-8Svt1woQK5hyoT5ogRNZeNKHq1Mt9mlaI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7CLKEENEY%40AACPS.org%7Cd7e745e5d3564f0f267908dba24173db%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a70
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1pMg5IOwRo-8Svt1woQK5hyoT5ogRNZeNKHq1Mt9mlaI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7CLKEENEY%40AACPS.org%7Cd7e745e5d3564f0f267908dba24173db%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a70
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1pMg5IOwRo-8Svt1woQK5hyoT5ogRNZeNKHq1Mt9mlaI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7CLKEENEY%40AACPS.org%7Cd7e745e5d3564f0f267908dba24173db%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a70
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1pMg5IOwRo-8Svt1woQK5hyoT5ogRNZeNKHq1Mt9mlaI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7CLKEENEY%40AACPS.org%7Cd7e745e5d3564f0f267908dba24173db%7Cb7d27e93356b4ad88a70
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Vision and hearing screening is provided to 

students in 8th grade and students new to 

AACPS and students referred by parents or 

staff. The screening will be held Thursday, 

January 25, 2024. Make-ups and rescreening 

will be Thursday, February 8, 2024. Parents 

may request screening through the school’s 

nurse if they are concerned for their child in 

any grade. 

Vision and Hearing Screenings 

Parents of 7
th

 grade students: 

All students who will be in the 7
th
 grade for the 

2023-2024 school year MUST have one Tdap 
and one meningococcal vaccine. 

Students not in compliance will be excluded on 
the first day of school. 

Please make an appointment with your child’s 
physician as soon as possible to receive the 
required vaccines. 

If your child has received the required vac-
cines, please call the Health Room to verify we 
have the required documentation. 

7th Grade Immunizations  

Health Room Information 

Medications 
According to Anne Arundel County Public 
School policy, a Parent’s Request to Adminis-
ter Medication form (PRAM) must be complet-
ed by a parent and a physician for each pre-
scription medication or over-the-counter prod-
ucts to be administered. All medication must 
be delivered by a parent or adult in an uno-
pened container (if over the counter) or a phar-
macy labelled box (if prescription.) Inhalers for 
asthma or Epi-Pens for severe allergic reac-
tions are the only medications that may be car-
ried by students. The PRAM must be complet-
ed and the portion of the form checked by the 
doctor that states “the student is able to self-
administer and carry the inhaler or Epi-Pen.” A 
contract will be signed with the student and the 
school nurse and will be reviewed quarterly to 
confirm that the student is safely able to carry 
the medication.  

Physical Education Restrictions 
If your student is ill or injured and requires PE 
restrictions, please contact your student’s PE 
teacher and provide a note to the Health 

Room from the doctor stating exactly what the 
restrictions are with a specific period of time 
given.  

If your student may need an inhaler with vigor-
ous exercise, please have the PRAM paper-
work completed by the doctor and deliver the 
needed medication to the Health Room.  

Emergency Forms 
When you are completing the Emergency 
Form online, it is very important to list all 
home, cell, and work numbers where you can 
be reached in case of emergency. Please in-
clude the names of 2 other adults that may be 
contacted in the event that we are unable to 
reach a parent or a guardian. 

If this information changes during the school 
year, please make sure that you inform the 
Main Office, so that your contact information 
can be corrected. 
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Anne Arundel County Public Schools (AACPS) Divi-
sion of Food and Nutrition Services offers you the 
convenience of pre-paying for breakfast, lunch, and 
a la carte purchases via mypaymentsplus.com. 

How does the Pre-Pay system work? 

• Students deposit money on account by cash 
and/or check and access it with their Student 
Identification #, which is also their PIN#.  

• Students bring purchases to register, enter 
confidential PIN #, and transaction is complet-
ed.  

• If funds are not sufficient to cover purchase, 
cash and/or a deposit may be accepted.  

What are the advantages to a Pre-Pay System? 

• Money may be deposited on a weekly, month-
ly, or yearly basis. 

• Eliminates the need for students to carry mon-
ey to school every day. 

• Provides faster service to students, allowing 
more time for dining. 

• Provides an account history for parents/
guardians. 

How do I establish a Pre-Pay account? 

 Pre-payments may be made to the student’s 
account on-line at mypaymentsplus.com or 
by cash or check payable to the name of the 
school cafeteria.  

 Include name and address of payee, student’s 
name, and PIN # on check. PIN # (Student ID 
#) can be found on reports cards and sched-
ules.  

 Submit payment online to mypay-
mentsplus.com or to Cafeteria Manager. 
Funds are immediately available upon sub-
mission of payment. 

 Households with more than one student at the 
same school may send one check or cash if 
the amount of money to be placed into each 
student’s account is designated. List the 
name of each student with the amount of 
money designated for each student’s account. 
Accounts may not be shared between chil-
dren. 

Can I check my account balance? Yes. Contact 
the Cafeteria Manager for account information 
or sign up with mypaymentsplus.com 

What happens to the account if my student 
transfers or withdraws from the school? 
Upon request from the Parent/Guardian, the 
Cafeteria Manager will refund the balance of 
money on the account.  

What happens to money remaining on ac-
count at the end of the school year? Mon-
ies remain on account and are carried forward 
to the new school year for students who con-
tinue to be enrolled at the same school. Grad-
uating students and students promoted to 
Middle School or High School will automati-
cally have monies refunded.  

Can my student’s Pre-Pay account also be 
used for the purchase of a la carte items? 
Yes. Parents (full price, reduced price and 
free) may also limit a la carte items on ac-
count with written requests.  

If you have questions, contact Food and Nutri-
tion Services at 410-222-5900.  

Prepaid Lunch Account Information 

Cafeteria Information 

Breakfast, (Full Price, All Schools)     $1.50 Breakfast, (Reduced Price, All Schools)     $0.00 

Lunch, (Full Price, Secondary Schools)     $3.00 Lunch, (Reduced-Price, All Schools)     $0.00 

Monthly lunch menus available at Food and Nutrition site https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition 

Meal Benefit Applications are available for SY 2023-2024!  Log onto www.aacps.org/mealapplication 

https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/apply-for-free-or-reduced-price-meals/
https://aacpsschools.org/nutrition
http://www.aacps.org/mealapplication
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www.bobmccloskey.com/K12Voluntary 

www.bobmccloskey.com/K12Voluntary 

https://www.bobmccloskey.com/k12voluntary/
https://www.bobmccloskey.com/k12voluntary/
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Arundel Middle School is equipped with 
a video camera system. It covers select-
ed interior and exterior public portions of 
the building and grounds. It is NOT mon-
itored constantly, but it is monitored dur-
ing emergency situations. During certain 
events, when the safety or security of 
students may be in question, authorized 
personnel from local, state, or federal 
police or fire emergency units may be 
given access to view images projected 
on the camera system.  

If you have any questions about the sys-

tem, please call Doyle Batten, Supervi-

sor of School Security, at (410) 222-

5083.  

Video Monitoring at  
Arundel Middle School Students and staff are reminded that school 

buildings and school lockers belong to Anne 

Arundel County Public Schools and that no ar-

ticle, big or small, that is considered to be a 

drug or a weapon by our policy standards will 

be permitted to be brought onto school proper-

ty or into school buildings. It should be further 

understood by all students and staff that this 

statement is intended to extend beyond the 

school area and shall include school buses for 

daily transportation as well as any other rea-

son or means we may transport students and 

staff. Students and staff must understand that 

any action will not be tolerated in any format or 

at any level and that appropriate disciplinary 

action will result. We further remind students 

and staff that principals may request, without 

announcing it, the Anne Arundel County Police 

Department to bring a drug dog to the school 

during normal school hours/ school sponsored 

or sanctioned activity.  

Be Aware... 

For safety and hygiene purposes, all food and 

drinks are to be consumed in the cafeteria ex-

clusively, unless explicit permission is granted 

by an adult. If a student is not purchasing 

breakfast in the cafeteria or gym foyer, he/she 

must eat breakfast at home. No outside break-

fast food/drink may be brought into the 

building at student arrival; this includes cof-

fee drinks, breakfast sandwiches and other 

outside breakfast food. All outside food must 

be consumed or thrown away before entering 

the building. Students may bring a packed 

lunch to store in their locker to take to the cafe-

teria at lunch time.  

Parents may join their student for lunch in the 

cafeteria after checking in at the Main Office 

and providing proper identification. Due to se-

vere allergies and food safety-no outside food 

should be given to any student except your own 

during lunch visits. 

Arundel Middle School is equipped with water 

fountains in the hallways as well as refillable 

water stations in the gym lobby and near the 

cafeteria. There is also a refrigerated water 

fountain located in the cafeteria. Our water 

fountains have been tested for lead and have 

been found to be lead free. Refrigerated bottles 

of water are also sold during lunches.  

Water bottles: Clear or lightly tinted plastic 

water bottles with twist or flip cap (32 oz or less) 

are requested for students to use during the 

school day. NO Squeeze caps, please! No liq-

uid other than water is permitted outside of the 

cafeteria. Soda, milk, and other flavored drinks 

must be consumed in the cafeteria. 

Outside Food, Drink, and Water Bottles 
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